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While these considerations were being examined in
Rome, the disastrous news of the fall of 'Akka and all the
remaining Christian outposts on the Syrian coast reached
the West. Nevertheless, the efforts of Nicholas IV to
enlist all good Catholics for the crusade failed. Delaville
Le Roulx * thinks that the moment was an auspicious one
for a crusade. The King of France, he says, had asserted
his superiority over his feudal lords and England had sup-
pressed all turbulence in both Wales and Scotland, while
the House of Hapsburg had become supreme in the Empire
and Aragon had re-conquered the Balearic Islands; all were
therefore free to take up the Cross, but none showed any
serious intention of sailing to the East. Le Roulx's verdict
is not strictly accurate; for the contest between the French
crown and the feudal nobility persisted to the end of the
Middle Ages; and England had no peaceful neighbour in
either Scot or Welsh, even if we overlook her con-
stitutional difficulties and the imminent outbreak of war
with France. It is true that the Hapsburgs then had no
Investiture troubles and that Aragon ruled the Balearic
Islands; but Germany was still very far from being united,
and Aragon had its own troubles with its Christian neigh-
bours while the Moors remained a hostile power within the
Iberian Peninsula. In Italy the leading maritime republics
of Venice and Genoa had their rivalries, and neither of them
was sufficiently enthusiastic about papal interdictions and
wars which would only ruin their trade and the basis of
their prosperity. Though individually each monarch was
religious-minded enough not to lack interest in the cause
of a crusade, there existed neither the harmony which would
unite all against the Saracen nor the stability at home which
would give each of them a free hand to act outside his own
country in remote regions. It is a striking feature of our
subject that all the crusading expeditions of the Later
Middle Ages were conducted, not by Western Kings, but
either by nobles or by the 'Kings of Cyprus,
Realizing the dangers of delay and eager to bring the
forces of England, France and the Empire into unison for
immediate action, Nicholas IV decided to take the initiative
*op, cit, I, 25.